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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 is indefinite because the carbohydrate based hydrocolloids in the Markush group 
read on the recited celluloses. Claims in which the recited components of a Markush group may 
read upon one another do not meet the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph; that is, 
the members of a Markush group must be mutually exclusive, see Ex parte Clark, 174 USPQ 40 
(BPAI 1971). In addition, the terms "ethel cellulose" in line 5 and "polyethelene oxide" in line 6 
are not understood. 

Claim 7 lacks support for "polypropylene glycol" (see line 1) with respect to claim 5 
which recites "propylene glycol". 

Claims 2-6 and 8, being dependent (directly or indirectly) upon claim 1, are rejected as 

well. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kaufmann et al. (US 
Patent No. 4,626,372), hereinafter "Kaufmann" 
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Kaufinann teaches a film containing approximately 66% polyvinyl alcohol, 28% 
polyethylene glycol (a plasticizer) and 6% water (see Examples 1-5, col. 4, lines 49-56). 
The term "up to" includes 0 as the lower limit, see In re Mochel, 470 F 2d 638, 176 USPQ CPA 
1974), hence, Kaufinann need not teach the presence of surfactant in the composition. 
Kaufinann teaches the limitations of the instant claim. Hence, Kaufinann anticipates the claim. 

4. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Richardson et al. 
(US Patent No. 4,1 15,292), hereinafter "Richardson". 

Richardson teaches a water-soluble film packet which comprises 48.7 wt% polyvinyl 
alcohol water-soluble resin, 48.7 wt% Novo SP72-Tergitol (nonionic surfactant) (1:9 weight 
ratio), 2.6 wt% water and about 10% to about 30% by weight of plasticizers like glycerol (see 
Example 1, lines 16-52, 66-68). Excellent performance is obtained when polyvinyl alcohol 
water-soluble, film- forming resin is replaced by polyethylene oxide (see col. 18, lines 54-60). 
Other water-soluble film-forming resins include carboxymethylcellulose, polyacrylic acid salts, 
alginates and hydroxyethyl methylcellulose (see col. 2, lines 43-60). Richardson teaches the 
limitations of the instant claims. Hence, Richardson anticipates the claims. 

5. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Anderson (GB 
899,100). 

Anderson teaches a solid cleansing composition in the form of flexible, self-supporting 
film which can be cut to any desired shape or size (see page 1, lines 47-54) wherein the film is 
prepared from a mixture formed of 33 parts to 67 parts by weight of hydroxyethyl cellulose of a 
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water-soluble alkali metal or ammonium salt of carboxymethyl cellulose together with 25 parts 
to 55 parts of a suitable organic detergent and plasticizer (see page 1, line 77 to page 2, line 2). 
The water content of the composition is 5 to 10% (page 4, lines 82-84; claim 3). Examples of 
organic detergents include sodium laurate, sodium palmitate, sodium oleate (which are soaps) 
and sodium lauryl sulphate (see page 2, lines 44-58). Nonionic and cationic detergents can be 
employed in combination with the anionic surface-active detergents (see page 2, lines 74-90). 
Examples of plasticizer include glycerol (or glycerine) and propylene glycol (see page 2, lines 
91-101). In Example 1, Anderson teaches a film prepared from a composition comprising 9.6 
grams sodium carboxy methyl cellulose, 100.0 grams water, 10.0 grams sodium lauryl sulphate 
and 1.5 grams glycerine, which composition was heated to evaporate about 95 per cent of the 
water from the film (see page 5, lines 1-6). Anderson teaches the limitations of the instant 
claims. Hence, Anderson anticipates the claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The references are considered cumulative to or less material than those discussed 
above. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Loma M. Douyon whose telephone number is (571) 272-1313. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays from 8:00AM to 4:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas McGinty can be reached on (571) 272-1029. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Lorna M. Douyon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 



